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Pastor’s Paragraph

CHRISTMAS: WAS THERE REALLY
A “VIRGIN BIRTH”?
I have lost count of the number of people who have told me they gave up
Christianity and left church permanently because they were told they needed
to believe certain traditions that made no sense to them. There is one such
person, however, whom I shall never forget. He was one of my most
outstanding students, an immensely thoughtful fellow who simply could not
bring himself to believe that Jesus had a mother who became pregnant without
a human father. His no doubt well-meaning but poorly informed pastor told
him, “It’s in the Bible, son. God said it and that settles it. Believe it, or leave
the church. Hurt and crestfallen, he chose the latter option; so, at the time he
talked with me, he had not been to church—any church—for two years. “I
didn’t want to leave,” he said. “I was just searching for the truth and got
rejected for doing so. But I needed to go. It was a matter of being honest with
myself and others, as well as maintaining my integrity.” So, he left during a
worship service on Christmas Day. “Crying, I walked out of the building in
the middle of a sermon on the virgin birth,” he said. Then, he looked at me
searchingly and asked, “How does believing in the seemingly impossible
honor God?”
“What if you don’t have to believe something that seems impossible, and what
if your honesty honors God? I responded, “Maybe our loving God was crying
with you as your pastor told the congregation they had to believe in a virgin
birth to be a member of that church. In fact, I myself am sad just hearing about
it!”
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“But doesn’t the Christmas story in the Bible say that Jesus was born to a
virgin?” he replied. “I’m glad you asked that question,” I responded. “Let’s
talk about that. I think I may be able to relieve some of your pain.”
Perhaps a number of you, our wonderful CCMers, have wondered about the
same issue with which my student struggled, although you may never have
had an opportunity to verbalize it. So, I want, during this Christmas season,
to let you know what I told the hurting young man who shared his pain with
me.
To begin, let’s acknowledge an important fact. Although, many religious
people insist that the virgin birth should be accepted as a foundational belief,
what you are not told is that, in our scriptures, neither Jesus nor Paul is reported
even to have mentioned it! If something as incredible as a virgin birth occurred
and was considered important, wouldn’t Jesus and Paul have let us know?
Their never mentioning it may indicate that a virginal conception did not
occur. That is not just an empty supposition; there is other indisputable
evidence in the Bible itself that a virginal conception is improbable. Let me
explain.
Both the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Luke present Jesus as being a
direct descendent of the great King David. In order to prove that, both Gospels
contain an elaborate genealogy tracing the lineage of Jesus from Joseph,
Jesus’s father, back to the King. In those two genealogies, both Matthew and
Luke claim that Jesus did have a human father!
But here is the “fly in the ointment.” Both Gospels also assert that Jesus’s
mother, Mary, was a virgin—before and after Jesus’s birth! So, no wonder
careful readers are confused. If the birth genealogies are true, then the
accounts of a virgin birth are not. And if the biblical accounts of the virgin
birth are true, the biblical genealogies are not. Can we solve this dilemma?
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Fortunately, I was able to help my student—and now, I hope, any of you who
are confused by such conflicting claims—to resolve the issue.
The truth is that the word “virgin,” usually used in our New Testament to
describe Mary, is actually a mistranslation of a passage in the Old Testament.
Here’s what the Old Testament book of Isaiah (7:14) says: “Look: The young
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanual.” In
that passage from Isaiah, the Hebrew word for young woman is ‘almah. That
Hebrew word can have only one meaning: It refers, always, to a young maiden
of marriageable age. But when the Hebrew Bible eventually was translated
into Greek, ‘almah was mistranslated by using a Greek word that means
virgin. That unfortunate mistranslation continues to appear in many of our
English Bibles, despite the fact that the correct translation should be “young
woman,” not “virgin.” Also, poorly informed ministers, such as the one whom
my young student encountered, continue to perpetrate the error, thereby
causing unnecessary difficulty for a host of thinking church members.
If, as is probable, the biblical genealogies that tell us Jesus’s father was Joseph
are correct, would Jesus’s not having a miraculous virginal conception devalue
him? Not at all. The value of a person in no way depends upon the
circumstances surrounding his or her birth—an event over which one has no
control. One’s true value depends, as Jesus himself taught us, upon the quality
of that one’s living and loving—issues over which he or she does have control!
For the record, I want to add that the passage in Isaiah which says a “young
woman is with child and shall bear a son” cannot refer to Jesus anyway. Note
that “the young woman IS with child,” refers to someone who already was
pregnant when those words were written, not to Jesus’s mother who had not
even been born! So, not only was the passage from Isaiah mistranslated, it
also was misinterpreted—errors that convincingly do away even with the
likelihood that the mother of Jesus was a virgin before and after he was born.
I am happy to report that my confused student is no longer perplexed, no longer
an atheist, no longer alienated from the Christian pathway. After my
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explanation, he was so grateful that he dubbed it “the best Christmas gift I ever
received.” Then, he gave a Christmas gift to God. He rejoined a church and
became a Christian minister. I don’t know where he is today, but wherever he
is, my guess is that he is telling the Christmas story that I have shared with
you. Perhaps he also is offering the gift of enlightenment to others who are
being freed from unnecessary ignorance, and will be as profoundly grateful as
he.
I wish for each of you the gift of such enlightenment, and the wonderful reality
that what has been a problem for many good people at Christmas will be a
problem no more.
With a heart full of love for you, I remain, as always,
Your pastor and friend,
John
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IT’S HAPPENING AT CCM
December, 2019
As usual, our fellowship will gather this month
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday. However, if you are
a visitor who is planning to join us, we suggest
that you call 331-9999 before coming so we can
alert you to any unanticipated change in
our announced schedule. We look forward to
seeing you!

Sunday, December 8th (Second Sunday of the Month)
3:00 p.m. THE PLAY, “CHRISTMAS AT PIMBERLY”
By now, surely everyone in our church knows that we’ll be
featuring Christmas fellowship today by taking advantage of the
opportunity to see a play at Trustus Theatre (520 Lady Street,
directly in back of Publix Grocery on Gervais). As related above,
the play is entitled “Christmas at Pimberly.” Tickets will be
waiting for everyone for whom an advance reservation has been
made. You’ll be able to hear every actor breathe and even see
every eye blink, because we are fortunate to have coveted front
row center seating! It will be helpful if you can arrive at least 15
minutes before curtain time. (Early birds get the best parking
spaces, you know!)
After the play, we’ll journey to nearby Jason’s (823 Gervais
Street) to catch a bite to eat and share good conversation. After
you eat, don’t forget to chow down on the delicious free ice cream
and take advantage of the highly touted Monin chocolate syrup—
an outrageously tasty topping. A few chopped nuts or some
crunchy granola from the counter will make it even more
decadent. Will that add an ounce or two the next time you step
on the scales? Maybe. But, hey, it’s Christmas!
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Sunday, December 22nd (Fourth Sunday of the Month)
10:00 a.m. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS WORSHIP/CANDLELIGHTING
Today, we’ll be focusing on the true meaning of Christmas, the
reason all of our celebrating came into being. At our service in
November, John’s message was entitled “The Forgotten
Dimension of Thanksgiving,” which, according to your
comments, might have been, thus far, our most meaningful
worship experience of the year. John will reprise a part of the
Thanksgiving sermon’s title for our worship this morning. The
title of this message will be “The Forgotten Dimension of
Christmas.” The service will conclude, as is our custom, with our
annual Christmas Candle lighting Ceremony.
Since, on Christmas Sunday, we do not follow worship with our
usual time for discussion of the sermon, we plan to adjourn a little
earlier than usual—by about 11:30 a.m.
We look forward to seeing and sharing with you our final worship
service of the year.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
LOOKING AHEAD
To assist you in planning, here is a reminder concerning our gatherings during
the first month of the new year. Our initial worship service will be, as usual,
on the second Sunday of the month (January 12th), and Enlightenment will be
on the fourth Sunday (January 26th). So please reserve those two important
dates to begin your new year with God.

CCM BIRTHDAYS
We have two known birthdays during the month of December. Best wishes to
Dr. Norman Masters (12/11) and the Rev. Dale Sessions (12/4). We had a
special celebration for Dale last year when he was still able to know that it was
his special day. Although he no longer knows who we are, we shall never
forget who he is. With abiding love, we remember and give thanks for his and
Norma’s invaluable ministry among us.
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CCM:
SEEKING TO
MEET THE UNACKNOWLEDGED
SPIRITUAL HUNGER
OF OUR TIMES

WHOEVER YOU ARE, WELCOME!
AS FOLLOWERS OF THE PATHWAY OF JESUS,
WE ARE A SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP IN WHICH WE
SEEK TO GROW IN LOVE FOR GOD, SELF, AND
OTHER PEOPLE IN A WAY THAT AFFECTS ALL OF
OUR RELATIONSHIPS, ACTIONS, AND DECISION
MAKING, THEREBY HELPING TO MAKE THE WORLD
A BETTER PLACE IN WHICH TO LIVE. WE WELCOME
WITH OPEN ARMS, MINDS, AND HEARTS ALL WHO
DESIRE TO CONNECT
WITH US.
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WHEREVER YOU ARE, THE DIFFERENCE
IS WORTH ANY DISTANCE!
Our Telephone:
Senior Pastor: (803) 331-9999. Our mobile cell phone is more reliable than
our landline phone, because it is on 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. If no one
answers, it usually means that our pastor is in a meeting, in a counseling
session, doing regular spiritual mentoring, or is involved in some other form
of ministry; but he will return your call as soon as possible, so please be sure
to leave a message.
Our Websites:
CommunityChurchMidlands.com (Also .net, .info and .org)
or
CommunityChurchOfTheMidlands.com (Also .net, .info and .org)
Our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 6946, Columbia, S.C. 29260-6946
Our Location: CCM usually gathers on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month,
and any changes will be noted in our monthly newsletter. Please join us at the
gorgeous Seven Oaks Community Center in beautiful Seven Oaks Park, 200
Leisure Lane (between St. Andrews and Piney Grove roads, just off I-26
West). When you enter the spacious parking lot, you’ll see the main entrance
to our newly renovated building on your right. Once you are inside the
Reception Area, our meeting locality is on your left. For updates on our
programming, to verify meeting times, to learn about changes in scheduling,
or for any pastoral need, please feel free to call 331-9999, night or day.

ALWAYS, WE’RE HERE FOR YOU!
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